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INTERIM 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
on  the  Health 
of  the 

RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
of  the 

ISLE  OP  WIGHT. 

W.  S.  WALLACE , M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.;  D.P.H. , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


County  Hall, 


NEWPORT, 

isle  of  Wight. 
August,  1941. 


To  the  Members  of  the 

Isle  of  Wight  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Circular  2314  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
1941  calls  for. further  reduction  in  the  Annual 
Reports  of  Medical  Officers,  and  I therefore  submit 
the  second  interim  report  of  the  war  years. 

There  is  nothing  of  note  to  comment  on 
and.  there  is  no  evidence  yet  that  the  strain  of  war 
has  adversely  affected  the  Public  Health. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  S.  WALLACE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A. 


GERERA L _ STATISTICS . 


Area  (in  acres)  

• • • 

• • • 

• • » 

57,463 

Estimated  Population  (l940) 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

15930 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1940)  ...  .,5507 

Rateable  Value  £110,895 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £444 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Live  Births  Total.  Males.  Females. 

Legitimate  . . . 170  86  84 

Illegitimate  ...  9 4 5 

Birth  rate  per  1-000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  = 11.2 

Still  Births  Total  Males.  Females. 

Legitimate  ...  10  6 4 

Illegitimate  ...  1 1 

Birth  rate  per  1.000  total  (live  and  still)' births  = 57.9 

Total.  Males.  Females. 

Deaths  ...  ...  268  131  137 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  = 16.8 
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Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and.  30  of  the 
Registrar  General's  Short  List). 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  (Live 
& still)  bifrfchs. 


No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  - Nil 

No.  30  other  Puerperal  Causes  - Nil 

Total  •.  Nil  Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:-- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  38.-9 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  35. 1 

’*  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  111.1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

" if  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

” " Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 

" * Cancer  (all  a^es)  30 


BIRTHS . 

The  total  number  of  births  was  179.  This  gives 
a birth-rate  of  11*2  per  1,000  living,  the  birth-rate  for 


England  and  Wales  generally  being  14»6 


DEATHS . 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  268,  giving  a crude 
death-rate  of  16.8  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu- 
lation. The  Registrar  General  gives  a comparability  figure 
of  0.76  which  makes  a comparative  death-rate  of  12.  S:  the 
death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  14.3. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 
was  7.  This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  38.9  per 
1,000  registered  live  "births,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
generally  being  55. 

Section  B. 

J • i 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA.  

( i ) Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority : - 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  W.  S.  WALLACE;  M. B. ,Ch. B.  ,D. P. H 

Sanitary  Inspectors:  H.  B.  CULLIN,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A, 

P.  W.  BUXTON,  A.M.I.M.C.E. , 

M.R.S.I. 

C.  V.  SMITH:  Cert.E.S.I. , M.S.I.A. 

Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  paid  by 
the  three  Inspectors  was  3518.- 

Section  D. 

HOUSING. 

The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under 
the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  was  842,  and  the  number  of 
inspections  and  re-inspections  was  1214. 

The  number  of  houses  found  not  in  a reasonable  state 
of  repair  was  22,  and  the  number  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  was  35. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  OR  CONDEMNED _ . 

All  slaughtering  is  now  done  under  Government  contr- 
in  the  Boroughs  of  Newport  and  Ryde. 

NON -NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

The  prevalence  of  non-notif iahle  Infectious  Diseases 
is  estimated  from  the  weekly  returns  of  the  Head  Teachers  of  th 
Schools.  These  returns  for  the  year  show  that  there  were  333 
cases  of  German  Measles,  310  of  Influenza  and  Influenzal  Colds. 
86  of  Mumps,  71  of  Chicken  Pox,  7 of  Ringworm  and  2 of  Scabies 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Measles  ••••  « ♦ • • 

18 

1 

- 

Scarlet  Fever  . .... 

8 

5 

- 

Diphtheria  ....  .... 

1 

1 

- 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid)  .... 

- 

- 

- 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

3 

2 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

2 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  ....  .... 

11 

— 

1 

Erysipelas  ....  .... 

2 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

1 

— 

— 

46 


9 


1 
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AGS..  AT.  DATS.  _ OP. . NOT  I PI  CATION . 
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NOTIFIABLE  DI3E, 


IN  PARISHES. 


Name  of  Parish 
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No  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  have  been  received  from 
Parishes  not  included  in  above  table. 
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TUBERCULOSIS , 


AGE  PERIODS 


0 and  under 

it  it 

c;  k it 

u il 

tf.  it 


0 " 

25  " 

3 " 

" 

55  " 


1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 
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" New  Cases ’ 

Total  Pulmonary  Non- 
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* ’"'Deaths 
Total  Pulmonary  Non 
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17  8 5 2 2 


10  5 4 1 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

There  were  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  during  the 


year. 
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